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Perhaps never In tlie history of newspaper enter¬
prise has there been a more remarkable Instance
of conscientious accuracy In narrative than was

displayed in the first accounts given by the
Herald ol the recent Arctic disaster which over¬

took the exploring expedition of the government.
Every detail of the story as then told has been cor¬
roborated with wonderful minuteness by the sworn
evidence educed In the oitlclal investigation which
has just taken place. Hut in addition to the tes¬
timony already published a document is now Dro-
duced for the first time which Is the most Intensely
Interesting of all that has yet been written or said
about this subject. The steward of tho I'olarls,
John Hcrrou, who Is evidently a worthy seaman,
began, after his party were left so suddenly upon
the Ice, a Journal, which he continued to the day of
their rescue, and which may claim a curious Im¬
portance in the annals of Arctic perils. In a most
simple yet graphic manner he presents an unem-
bi-nished and real picture of the adventures and
sufferings through which they struggled with such
admirable fortitude back into the life of civiliza¬
tion out of that of horror and dangers. No one can
read his Ingenuous pages without at once feeling
enlisted In a warm svmpaUvy with tho man who
rccords his trials in such a manly spirit and evinces
such a touching faith In ultimata dellveranco by
the jwwer whioh he believes is omnipotent.
The ticnt portions of the diaij of the steward are

published Lmlow..

Diary of John Herron thi Steward.
Oct. IB..Gale from the S. W, ; ship made test to

floe; bergs presBed in and nipped the ship untd
we thought sue was going down; tjrew provis¬
ions overboard, ajid nineteen swuls got on trie floe
to receive Lb fin aod haul them up on the ice. A
large berg came sailing down, strata: tho floe,
shivered It to pieces, aud freed the ship. Hhe was
out of sight In Ave minutes. We were afloat on
dlffleient pieces of Ice. Wo had two boats. Our
mon were picked up, myself among them, and
landed on the main floe, which we found to be
cracked in many places. We remained aUlvexing
all night. Saved very little provisions.

TUB POLABI8 STEAMS AWAV.
Oct. 16..Morning line ; light breexe irom the N. ;

close to ttie E. shore. The berg, that did so much
damage, half mile to the N. E. of us. Cautain Ty¬
son report* a amah island a little to the N. or tiie
berg and close to the land. Plenty of open ¦water.
We lost no time in launching the boats, getting the
provisions in and pulling around the berg, when we
saw the Polaris, sue had steam up, and succeeded
In getting a harbor. She got under the lee of an
Island and came down with sails set.jib, foresail,
mainsail and staysail. Sua must have seen us,
as the island waw lour or five miles oil. We ex¬
pected her te save us, as there was plenty of
open water, beset with loe, which I think she
could have gotten through. In the evening we
ciarted with the boats for shore. Had we reached
we could have walked on bourd in one hour, but

i he Ice set in so fast when near the shore that we
t.ouid not pull through it. We had a narrow es¬
cape m Jumping from piece to piece, with the
painter in hand, until we reached the floe. We
dragged the boat two or three hundred yards, to a
fclgA place, where we thought she woald be secure
Mil tu morning, via made lot oar provisions, which

were on a distant vart or tne floe. We were too
much worn out witli hunger ami fatigue to bring
her along to-nlglit, and It ih nearly dark. We can¬
not see our oilier boat or our provisions; the snow¬
drift has covered our late tracks.
Oct. 23. Wind light and 8. E. With the aid

or our marine t'lass to our great Jot we dis¬
covered in the distance a boat, and, at some dis¬
tance iherelTom, the tent. The Ice lor a few miles
between us and the iloc which they are on is very
thin, but we must risk It, as we have six bags or
bread there, forty-live pound cans of peminican,
and two dozen cans of meat. Returned to head¬
quarters weak, but thankful to God. Rcjoiclng in
our good lortune we treated ourselves to a good
supper, thanking God lor our increase of stores.
We nave now eleven bags of bread, thirteen cans
or petnuilcan, eleven dozen cans (pint and quart;
of meats, soups, with some green corn, and lour-
teen hams. My bag or clothing I found in the boat.
Oct. 2*..Weather thick and cold. Four men

made another trip to the tent to bring some planks
with which to make a sleigh. All are In good
health.
Oct. 25..This morning thick, with light wind.

Half of the men have gone to the tent with the sled
made this morning, drawn by the dogs. The rest
of us are remaining here by the boat ready to
snove off in case the ice should open. Evening.
The men returned with a sledload of poles. All
well.
Oct. 28..This morning clear, with a light breeze.

Another Journey to the tent brought off the re¬
mainder oi the lumber and some canvas. Found
two more dogs. Thore Is one more load left on the
floe. The remainder of the men stayed by the boat
as berore. All well.
Oct. 27..Clear, with light wind. We have

brought the remainder of our tent and two bags of
coal off; that is all we can find. Three men have
been out In another direction, but have found
nothing.

A START FOR THE SHORE.
Oct. 31..This morning cold, but fine. Sent

Joe and Hans with a dog team to see how the ice
will stand, as we intend starting to-morrow lor
shore. If the tee stand good we shall be there in
two or three days. We have eaten as much as we
could to-day to get strength for the journey. We
have been living very poorly so as to maks our pro¬
visions last six months. If we can reach tho snore
we can live better, as we may kill some game.
Nov. l..Started to-day for the large floe four

miles distant, aud one-third of tho distance, I
should say, to the shore. Alter a hard day's work
we .tucceeded in getting two boats and our pro¬
visions off, also ono slclgh-load ot bed-coverinir,
skins and canvas and some poles; leaving three
bags of coals, the only ones we bad leit. We left a
great many poles, some canvas, two kyacks and
other things, among them two boxes of clothing
belonging to Joe, tools and other very useful ar¬
ticles, whloh are a great loss to us.
Nov. 2..This morniDg wo were surprised to find

the ice open and water all around us. We started
before daylight with the dogs and sled, not know¬
ing w hat had happened until we had nearly driven
into the water. There was no wind, so all the mis¬
chief was done by the high tide at night. The ice
closed in a little. We tried again, leaving the dogs
and sled on the east side of the floe and ventured
across on the other floe. We saved one rake, some
of Joe's clothing, three guns and a few other
things. When tno men returned to the crack It
was opening. They got across Just in time, as the
Ice opened and the lloe has not since been seen.*
Nov. 3..This morning, snow storm. Building

snow houses. All well. No chance now of getting
ashore; must now give that up.
Nov. 6..Captain Tvson ill with a severo cold and

Sains all over him. The weather rulld ; light wind,
oe caught a seal, which has been a godsend. We

are having a least to-night, three-fourths oi a pound
of lood being our allowance. Mr. Me.ver made a
pack of cards from some thick paper and we are
now playing euchre. Plenty of water around us.
We are a good deal lurther from the land and are
drifting south pretty smart.
Nov. 7..Captain Tyson better. Wind strong;

snow drifting; weather thick.
IMI'RISONED BY TUB STORM IN A SNOW HUT.

Nov. 8..Weather very bad. We cannot leave
the hut.
Nov. e..Weather the same ; very severe. We are

prisoners in the hut.
Nov. io..Wind strong; snow drifting. Wo are

drifting fast to the south. The west land is not to
be seen. The Esquimaux are out hunting. Joe has
returned late ; Hans has not come yet. Joe and
Robert have gone in search of him. Be had left the
floe for another one, and with great difficulty found
his way back, very late. They saw him coming,
dressed witli skins and covered with snow, and
took him for an Ice bear; loaded their pistols aud
made ready, when, to their joy, they found It was
llaus.
Saturday, Nov. 16..Calm, but thick. Joe saw

three seals yesterday and a fox track, but got
nothing. We have notning to feed our dogs on;
they got at the provisions to-day ; we shot five,
leaviug four ; shot some two weeks since. Lining
our new hat with canvas.
Tuesday, Nov. l»..Cold and clear; stiff breeze

from N. E. Four hours oi twilight yet. We must
be going south fast; the Esquimaux tell in with two
bear tracks and fire seal boles; I wish we could kill
some of them ; we are pretty well starved. Peter
fell through the ice with tho rake to-day. All well.
Thursday, Nov. 21..Light wind ; clear. The na¬

tives caught two seals ; they shot three, but lost
one of them In the young ice. We moved into our
new house to-day. We shot two dogs; they got at
our provisions. We have two left..

THANKSGIVING DAY.
Thursday, Nov. 28..Thanksgiving to-day; wo

have had a feast.four pint cans or mock turtle
soup, six pint cans of green corn, made into scouch.
Afternoon, three ounces of bread and the last of
our chocolate.onr day's feast. All well,
Monday, Dec. 2..No open water has been seen

for several days; cannot catch anything. Land
n:»8 been seen for several days ; cannot determine
what shore It is, K. or W. It has been so cloudy
that we cannot select a star to go by: some think
It is the E. land ; tor my part I think it is the
W. Boiled some sealskin to-day and ate it blub¬
ber, balr and tough skin. The men ate It; I could
not. The liatr Is too thick, and we have no means
of getting it off.
Thursday, Dec. 5..Light wind; a little thick;

15 (leg. below zero. A fox came too near to-day;
Bill Liudemaun shot him; skinned and cut him up
for cooking. Fox in this country is all hair and hair.
Friday, Dec. 6..Very light wind; cold and clear.

The poor fox was devoured to-day by seven of the
men, who liked It: they hail a mouthful each lor
their share; I did not think, it worth while, myself,
to commence with so small an allowance, so I did
not try Mr. Fox. I.ast night fine northern lights.

EXTKEMK HUNGER.
Saturday, Dec. 8..All In good health. The only

thing that troubles us Is hunger.that Is very se¬
vere ; we feel sometimes as though we could eat
eacn other. Very weak, but, please God, we will
weather it all.
Friday, Dec. 13..Light wind; cloudy; 19 deg.

below zero. Hans caught a small wntte fox In a
trap yesterday. The nights are brilliant, cold and
clear. The scene is charming, if we were only in a
position to appreciate it.
Friday, Dec. 20..Light wind; cloudy. Joe found

a crack yesterday aud three seals. Too dark to
shoot. It is a good thing to have game underneath
us. It would be much better to have them on the
floe for starving men. To-morrow will be our
choicest day.then the sun returns.
Saturday, Dec. 21..To-day clear; light wind.

The shortest day, so cheer up. In three weeks we
will have daylight. Then we hope to catch game.
Sunday, Dec. 22..Calm #id clear as a bell ; the

best twilight we have seen for a month. It must
have been cloudy or we are drifting south fast.
Our spirits are up, but the body weak; 15 deg.
below zero.
Tuesday, Dec. 24..Christmas Eve. We are long¬

ing for to-morrow, when we shall have quite a
feast.hair pound of raw nam, which we have been
saving nearly a month lor Christmas. A month
ago our ham gave out, so we saved this for the
least. Yesterday, 9 deg. below zero; to-day, I
deg. above zero.

MEAGRE CHRISTMAS CHEER.
Wednesday, Dec. 25..ThU is a day of jubilee at

home, and certainly here for us; for, beside the ap¬
proaching daylight, which we leel thankful to God
for sparing us to see, we have quite a feast to day.
One ounce of bread extra per man, which made
our soup for breakfast a little thicker than Tor din¬
ner. We had soup made from a pound or seal
blood, which we had saved lor a month; a two-
pound can or sausage meat, the last or the canned
meat; a lew ounces of seal, which we saved witn
the blood, all cut up line: last of our can ot apples,
which we saved also for Christmas. The whole was
boiled to a thick soup, which, I think, was the
sweetest meal 1 ever ate, Half pound of ham and
two ounces or bread gave us our Christmas dinner.
Then, In the evening, we had «ur usual thin soup.
So ended Christmas l)ay.
Wednesday, Jan. i, 1S73..Poor dinner f«r New

Year's Day.mouldy bread and short allowance.
AN EXTRA PIPE OP TOBACCO.

Tuesday, Jan. 7..Mr. Meyer took an observa¬
tion last night; latitude 72 deg. 7 rain., longitude
eu deg. 40 mm. 45 sec. The now* was so good that
I treated myself to an extra pipe or tobacco at
twelve o'clock last night. The tobacco Is getting
very short, so that I havo to be very saving tills
month. We aro obliged to cook our meals with a
lamp.pretty slow work. Light wind; 31 deg. be¬
low zero. Good northern lights last night.

GROWING WKAKKH.
Thursday, Jan lfl..No wind; very thick. The

glass ranges from 20 deg. to 31 deg. below zero.
Mans caught a seal to-day ; thank God, for we are

I very weak, our light woald have been finished to-
1 morrow, and our cooking also. But God sent this

seal to save us ; thanks to His holy name 1 it has
been so all the time. Just as we were played out
something came along. I am afraid 1 have a touch
of the scurvy. A little raw meat will drive it out,
1 hope.

three cheeks por THB SUN I
Sunday, Jan. 19..Clear : light wind ; 39 deg. below

zero. The sun has made hlB appearance to-day. I
gave him three cheers, hoping we will be able to
start a month from now. Thank God for this day I
we have long wished to see it. The sun has brought
us luck in the way of a seal Joe caught. The finest
display ol northern lights that I ever saw came off
to-nlgnt. They had to go about six m\]£s to-day to
open water, where they saw many seaisr
Monday, Jan. 20..Light wind N. ; very clondy

ami thick; 34 deg. below zero. The sun has not
made his appearance to-day. Mr. Merer took an
observation last night. We are in latitude 70 deg.,
1 mm. N., and 42 miles from the E. shore. We have
not seen the E. shore yet. I hope to see the Island
of Disco; the land Is very high there, but I am
afraid we will drift past It. \ve cannot help our¬
selves, however. We are in the hands of Goa, and
1 am thankful, llans shot a dovekey. I hope he
will give it to Ills boy.
Monday, Jan. 27..Calm; very cold; airrcuryfrozen; thick this morning; clearing up now.

The sun Is out. Mr. Meyer took an altitude of tho
sun to-day and an observation iroin a star last
night. Ho makes it latitude 09 deg. 33 sec. God-

liavn, in tlie inland of Disco, is in 09 deg. 13 seo. ;
that leaven us uinetfen miles north of our store¬
house, which 1 am afraid we will never see. God
knows where we will fetch up. Mr. Meyer thinks
we are forty-two miles from the E. shore j but 1
am afraid be does not know much about It.
Tuesday, Feb. 4..A gide from the west; very

tlilck f-now driit. I seldom see it snow here, for
when it is blowing hard the snow conies like Hour
with the wind. Whether the snow falls or the wind
takes it up irom the ice 1 cannot tell, but it is ho
fine and thick you cannot Bee. There is no leaving
the hut in such weather as the snow is always
either drifting or tailing with the blow no matter
from what tiuartcr. Then there is no going out as
it fills the ice and will penetrate almost anything.
The temperature to-day lias been from 16 deg. to
10 deg. below zero. All are well, thank God,
but me. I have a slight touch ol the scurvy and
feel very ailing, but, please Ood, it will soon leave
mo. We hope wiien tbls blow is over we shall see
the land and have a little open water.
Fuiday, Feb. 7..liana caught a seal acd fired at

a narwhale. Joe shot and killed a big fellow, but
could not get him; he turned belly up and sank.
He would have been food for a month. There were
a great many of them going N. ; It is their time
of year. Temperature from 20 deg. to 21 deg. be¬
low zero.

BnOOTINO UNICORNS.
Saturday, Feb. 8..Wind 8. E. A pretty large

crack around the floe. Shot five unicorns to-day,
but we could not get them, as they got away under
the Ice. Seven have been shot altogether. Joe
said a large fleet of them were going north, but
they could not And water, so they came back again.
We cannot And any seals when they are about.
Joe says they are not afraid of the whale, but it ap¬
pears to me they are, for while the whales are here
they will not make their appearance. Tempera¬
ture, 21 deg. to 10 deg. below zero.
Sunday, Feb. 10..Wind W. S. W. ; 10 deg. below

zero. Saw plenty of whales ; wish they would take
their departure; they frighten tho seals away,
which we are now bo badly in want of: our provi¬
sions are getting very low. When you take a glass
and look around you see the ice in the distance
plied up as high as a ship's mast, so that it seems
impossible to travel over it.certainly not wllh a
boat.and no land to be seen yet. We want water
to escape, and, please Ood, we will get it when the
time comus. All well.

"land no I"
Wednesday, Feb. 19..The welcome cry this

morning was "Land hoi" to westward, Capo Wal-
singham. Now we will ba out of the narrows. The
straits commence to widen here so that we can
travel south last If we cannot reach land. Joe
caught a snail seal to-day ;23 deg. to 15 deg. below
zero. All well.
Thursday, Feb. 20..Calm and very thick. Water

around: caunot see land. The sealB are very
scarce iiore. 1 hope we will soon strike better
groand. We must soon get a good lead of water
lunmng in shore, and so escape, or kill plenty of
Beats to live on, else our time in tills world will bo
short. But God'a will bo done. Shot somo small
birds yesterday and to-day, called doveklns.
Temperature 11 deg. to 4 dug. below zero.
Monday, Feb. 24..Very light wind; thick; below

zero. Can see tho land, but cannot start. Such
a quantity of light snow has fallen, and you sink

into it so that it would be impossible to get the
boat through it. Land is twenty miles off, 1 should
say. and we appear to bo leaving It. My advice is
to start for it.making a Blelgh out of Bome spare
skins, loading it with provisions and clothing, and
tho rako to ferry ub across tho cracks; also
ammunition for hunting purposes when we
get on shore. By that means we could
leave the boat and travel light, for It Is my
opinion that we will never get the boat over the
ice any distance. We seem to have leit the sealing
ground. We cunnot catch anything to speak of,
and we have only three weeks' provisions left.
Captain Tyson and some of the men are afraid to
venture in shore and unwilling to leave the boat;
bo we have made up our mluds to Btay, come down
in our provisions and trust in God, hoping we may
drift on a better sealing ground, and thus live
through it. 1 asked the Esquimaux' opinion about
it.what they would do if they had uot us to Influ¬
ence them. They told me thoy would start for laud
directly they saw It. They do not like to speak
their minds openly lor fear something might hap¬
pen, meaning they would be blamed for It; so
they are silent, following only tho advice and
opinions of others. Joe Is very much to be praised;
also Ills wife Hannah. We may thank them and
God for our lives and the good health we are in.
We could never have gotten through this far with¬
out them. If we ever get out of thli difficulty they
can never be paid too much. Joe caught a very
small seal, which makes the eighth this month.
Northern lights very brilliant to-iilght. All welL

KILLING A MKAI. OP DOVKKIES.
Friday, Feb. 28..Followed up a bear track, but

at a crack lost it, where he broke through the
young ice and swam across. Shot a meal or dove-
kles to-day, wuich we will have for breakfast to¬
morrow morning, please God. We havo been sav¬
ing them lor a lew days, so that we have neurly
enougn for a second meal. We aro allowed two
dovektes per man. Boiled with a pot ol soup it
will save our provisions a little. Bill fell through
the young ice and had a swim for It a lew days
ago. The temperature was above zero, so he did
not get frozen, but he cannot get his clothes dry.
Twenty-eight to twenty-three degrees below zero.
Saw some seals to-day, but could not get them.
Sunday, March 2..To-day God has sent us food

In abundance. Joe shot an oogjook, one of the
largest kiud; plenty of meat and oil; and forty-
two dovekles. It look all hands to drag htm home.
That was a good Sunday's work; dragging the fine
fellow to the hut, and thanklug God lor His
mercies. All well and happy.
Wednesday. March 5..Blowing a gale from the

N.W. Snow drifting; cannot get out. Joe went
out in the last blow; it seems to me he cannot
stay in; he is a first-rate follow; we would have
been dead meu long slnco had it not beeu tor him ;
80 deg. to 18 deg. below zero. All well.
Thursday, March 6..Every man complaining of

headache from the oogjook liver. I am very sick
with violent headache. 24 deg. below zero.

F in day, March 7..The gale abated this morning.
Stltr breeze yet, and snow drifting. Immense ice¬
bergs all round the floe. There was a fearful noise
all last night, which kept us awake. The floe was
cracking, splitting and working In the most fearful
mauner; ju? t like a park of artillery and musketry.
1 expected to see it split into a thousand pieces
every moment. I feel very bad yet., In my head
and stomach. The liver of bear and oogjook, they
say, is very dangerous to eat. But what Is a
hungry man to dov We have eaten the seals, hair,
skin aud everything about them, and are glad to
get them; 12 deg. below zero. Joe caught two
dovekles. Weather getting bad.

A KIUUT OF DRBAD.
Tuesday, March ll..Blowing a strong gale yet.

All hands were up last night and dressed, ready
for a jump, for the ice was splitting, cracking auu
making a tearful noise all night. To-day has been

a fearful day.canuot see, for snow-drift. We know
the flou is broken Into small nieces. We are afloat,
jumping and kicking about. This Is not very
pleasant. My hope Is In God. 6 degs. above zero.
Wednesday, March 12..Last night was a feariul

night of suspense.Ice creaking and breaktug, the
gale roaring and the water swashing; but where ?
We know It Is around us, but we cannot see any¬
thing. Since one o'clock this morning the wind
has been going down, thank God, and now I can
Beo around. A nice plcturel Everything broken
up into small pieces. The best piece we are on.
The houses are nearly covered. Aiternoon.It has
calmed down to a flue day, with a light breeze.
Joe caught two seals and flans caught one. Cap¬
tain Tyson also caught one. Joe caught three
dovekles and the cook two, showing how good Uod
is to us. From 0 to 10 degs. below zero.
Saturday, March 21.Splendid day; very light

wind, W. N. W. The first day of Spring; thank God
we have lived to see it. The sun shines very pow¬
erfully, at least 1 think so. 10 degs. to 12 degs.
below zero. Joe caught two seals to-day.

THE FLOE GETTING SMALLER.
Sunday, March 30..Blowing a gale from W. N. W. ;

it looks fearful. Last nigiit the sight was oread mi.
I went out, and there, withm ten or twelve yards
of the door of our hut, was a very large and ugly
looking Iceberg grinding against us. Our little
floe gets smaller In open water. To-day we had
the pleasure of launching the boat. We saw on a
piece oi icc a large seal. We fired and thought we
hit him. When we had pulled there with the boat,
we found a largo bladdernose and her pup. She
showed fight, but was soon killed, and, with her
pup, towed to our tloe. The buck was shot, but got
under the young ice. When opened, we fonud con-
Biderable milk in her ; so we can have some good
soup to-uight, nsing the ml k and two quarts of
blood. We made some good sausages irom the
bear. This bear was more tender than the one we
caught In Polaris Kay. 0 degs. to 8 degs. above
zero. Ilans shot another call.
Monday, March 31..Strong wind W.N.W. Thick.

Looks like clearing up. A seal and two calves
killed by Joe : one calf by Uans. Mr. Meyer got an
observation.69 degs. 41 mln. N. 'lhat makes
twenty-three miles per day that we have drifted
the last five days, besides what eddying we nave
made with this W. wind. These seals have all been
caught on the Ice which drifted by ub. Our piece
of ice gets much smaller. Open water. Sometimes
we get separated from the ice and It looks like the
ocean which we have on one side of us.the E. side.
We are nearly off Cape Farewell. Last night ran a
very heavv sea; uot a bit of ice fo be si6n as rar
as the eye could reach. To-day closed around a
little, but plenty of water. Dare not venture In
our open boats; wo must watch and wait and trust
in God. 7 mm. to 12 sec. above zero. Caught
three more calves and one more seal. Heavy
weather setting in ; the floe wearing away rapidly.
I must hope for the best. All well.

TAKING TO TUB BOATS.
Tuesday, April 1..Wind N. V*. A fearful night,

last night. Caunot stay on our floe; must leave it
at once. Got under way at eight A. M., the boat
taking in water. Loaded too deep. Threw over¬
board loo pounds of meat; must throw away all
our clothes. Cannot carry anything but the tent
and a few skins to cover us with, a little meat and
our bread and pemmican. Made ten to firteen
miles S. and three or four miles W. from eight
A. M. to twelve, noon. We landed to lighten our
boat, pitched our tent and intend stopping all
night. Caught a young seal as soon as we got on
the ice. When we left this morning, 12 deg. above
zero. This arteruoon spent in making from canvas
washboards for tho boat, to keep her dry. Caught
two more seals. This piece of ice Is not very safe,
It is cracking. All well. Splendid weather this
afternoon.
Wednesday, April 2..Lovely last night. Tho

floe loat Bcveral pieces. I could not sleep for two
reasons.the Ice breaking up and too cold. Had
to keep in motion to keep warm. Started at five a.
M. ; tlie weather very line and calm. Workod the
oars for two hotus ; then a breeze sprung up and
increased until it blew almost a gate. We made
several narrow escapes with our boat before we
could find a piece of icc sale enough to land on,
and when we did she was making water fast.

, Wlicn emptied wo found a hole In her side, which

we are repairing thla afternoon. Weather still very
a n

. .,We aro in a rer> ba<1 Caught a seaL
Ail well.
Thursday, April 3..Repaired our boat, and

started at 8:45 A. M. ; wind ahead; yesterday 8.
W. ; to-day calm. I'ulled three hours, when a
breeze sprang up from N. N. W. We kept under¬
way until 2:30 P. M., when we had to haul up on a
piece of a floe. We were besot by the Ice and
could not get through; so we encamped for the
night. 1 he wind is now fair for us, N. N. E., but
we cannot get through the ice. I hope for better
luck to-morrow. We take Beal when we want
them, old or young, so that It Is not necessary to
croak any more until they get more scarce.

ISOLATED IN TUB ICS.
Friday, April 4..Wind N. E. ; favorable for os,

but 1 am sorry to say we caunot start. The Ice
surrounds us; the ice opened at 8:30, and we got
unaer way at 8 :45 A. M. After two hours' good run
we are besot in the ice again, and have to stop lor
the present, hoping it will open to-morrow. Mr.
Meyer took an observation ; latitude 56 (leg. 47
mm. N. Tne wind .s springing up ; 1 am airald we
shall have bad weather.
Saturday, April 5..Blowing a gale from the

N. I'.. and a fearful sea runuiug. Two pieces broke
from the floe. We are on one close to the tent.
At live A. M. removed our things to the centre.
Another piece broke off, carrying Joe's hut with it;
luckily it gave some warning so that they had time
to throw out some things beiore it parted. A
dreadful day; cannot do anything to help our¬
selves. If the ice break up much more we must
break up with It; set a watch all night. _

THH PIjOE BIIXAKINQ.
Sunday, April Wind changed to N. W. ; blow-

lng a very severe gale. tstlll on the same Ice ; can¬
not get off. At the mercy of the elements. Joe
lost another hut to-day, The Ice, with* roar, split
across the floe, cutting Joe's hut right in two. We
have but a small piece left. Cannot lie down to¬
night. Put a few things in the boat and now stand¬
ing by for a Jump; such is the night.
Monday, April 7..Wind W.N.W.; atlll blowing

a gale, with a fearful sea running. The ice split
right across our tent this morning at six A. M.
While getting a few ounces of bread and pemmican
we lost our break last in scrambling out of our teut
and uearly lost our boat, which would have been
worse than losing ourselves. We could not catch
any seal arter the storm set in; so we are obliged
to starve tor a while, hoping in God It will not be
for a long time. The worst of it Is we have no
blubbor for the lamp, and cannot cook or melt any
water. Everything looks very gloomy. Set a watch;
half the men are lying down, the others walking
outside the tent.

RESCUING TUB BOAT AND EYAK.
Tuesday, April 8..Last night, at twelve o'clock,

the Ico broke again right between the tent and
the boat, which were close together.so close that
a man could not walk between them. There the
ice split, separating the boat and tent, carrying
away boat, kyak and Mr. Meyer. There we Btood,
helpless, looking at each other. It was blowing
and snowing very cold and a fearful Boa running.
The ice was breaitintt lapping and crushing. The
sight was grand, out dreadful to us In our posi¬
tion. Mr. Me.ver cast the kyak adrift, but It went
to leeward of us. lie can do nothing
with the boat alone, so they are lost to
us unless God returns them. The natives
went off on a piece of ice with their
paddles and lco spears. The work looks danger¬
ous; we may never see them again. But we are
lost without the boat, so that they are as well off.
Alter an hour's struggle we can make out, with
what Uttle light there is, that they have reached
the boat, about half a mile off. There they appear
to bo helpless.the Ice closing in all around.and
we can do nothing until daylight. Daylight at
last.three A. M. there we see them with the
boat; they can do nothing with her. The kyak Is
the same distance in another direction Wc must
venture off; may as weir be crushed by the ice and
drowned as to remain here without tne boat. Off
we venture all but two, who dare not make the
attempt. Wo jump or step from one

piece to another, as the swell heaves
It and the lco comes close together, one
piece being high the other low, so that yon
watch your chance to Jnmp. All who ventured
reached tne boat in safety, thank God, and after a
long struggle we got her safe to camp again. Then
wo ventured lor the kyak, and got It also. Mr.
Me.ver. and Fred. Jamklns fell Into the water.
Luckily we had two or three dry shlrtB lelt, so that
they could change. Mo»t every man ia more or less
wet. Have taken our tent down and pitched it on
tho middle of eur little piece of Ice, with our boat
alongside. Joe has built another hut alongside the
tent. We have made our breakfast on a few ounces
or pemmican and oread. Have set a watch, and
tho remainder of us have laid down to get some
sleep which we are in need oL Wind, w. N. W.
Still blowing a gale. I think there is a northeaster
ontside by tho way the pass has closed.
Wednesday, April 9..Things were quiet last

night. Wind N.W. Blowing a N. E. gale outside.
The sun has shown himself for a few minutes. Mr.
Meyer shot him: latitude 65 dog. 61 min. N. The
sea runs very high, threatening to wash us off
every minute. Wo are in the hands of God ; may
He preserve us. The ice is muoh slacker, and the
water is comlug nearer. Things look very bad.
Ged knows how the night will end. Evening..
Washed out of our tent; Hannah from her snow-
hut. H.ive gotten everything in the boat ready
for a start; she can never live in such a sea. The
sun has set very good. Land in sight. It has
cheered ns up. The women and children are In
tiie boat. Wo have not a dry place to walk about
nor a piece of fresh water ice to eat. The sea has
swept over all. The Ice Is closing In fast ; the wind
and sea going down. Midnight, twelve o'clock..
Things look so quiet and the ice so closed around
that wc have pitched our tent, Intending to have a
sleep, for we are worn out. »

8TIL1, PRISONER?.
TnmsDAY, April lo..Last night, quiet. Calm

and cloudy; no sun has shown Itself; very warm.
The Ice close around. We are prisoners yet.
Friday, April 11..Calm; cloudy. We cannot be

far irom shnre. We saw a lox, some crows and
small land birds. Mr. Meyer had his Angers and
toes frozen the other morning. The Ice Is still close
around us; nothing but Ice to be seen. We have
two large bergs nearly on top of us, Not a move¬
ment in the Ice, so calm and still.
Saturday, April 12..Light wind, 8. E. ; nearly

calm; at times a little swell. We are still prison¬
ers; the ice close. Saw some seals, but could not
get them. Very hungry, and likely to be so. Tne
sun shines for the first time in a good many days;
very One. Mr. Meyer took one observation : lati¬
tude 65 deg. 35 mln. N.
Sunday, April 13..Light wind, S. W. The Ice

opened last night, but closed again this morning;
it remained open but a lew hours, it has slack,
ened a little to-day, but we cannot do anything in
It. Last night splendid northern lights. Mr.
Meyer took an observation; 55 deg. 23 mln. N.
Saw some seals to-day, but the ice Is neither open
nor close, so we cannot do anything. We remain
prisoners on this piece. All well.

starvation nbar at hand.
Monday, April 14.-Wind light, N. The pack

still closed; no chance of leaving here yet. See
one or two seals every day, but cannot get them,
as the ice will not allow us to go through or over
it. Weather very One ; sea calm, or, I should say,
the ice, as there is no water. Latitude 56 degs.
13 mins. N. Our small piece of ice is wearing away
very fast; our little provisions are nearly finished.
Things look very dark; starvation very near. My
trust Is in God. He will bring us through. All
well.
Tuesday, April 15..Nearly calm; very light

wind, N. The lee the same : no change. Cold last
night; snow fell very thick; thought we would
have a change In the weather. The sun shines as
bright as ever. Splendid weather for making a
passage, but we cannot start. Latitude 54 deg. 58
min. Mr. Meyer looks very bad. Hunger seems to
have more etfect on him than on the rest or us ; he
gets weak looking.

A FEARFUL THOUGHT.
Wednesday, April 16..Wind Increasing a little

from N. N. W. The ice still the same ; no swell on.
My head and face have been swollen to twice their
usual size. I do not know the cause of It, unless it
s the Ice head-pillow and tho Bun. We keep an
hour's watch at night. Some one has been
at the pemmican on their watch, and I can
put my hand on the man. lie did the
same thing during the Winter, and on the
night of the 7th I caught him in the act. We have
but few days' provisions lea. We came dowu on
them this morning; rather weakening work, but
it must be done to save life as long as we can,
which cannot be much longer, unless something
food comes along, which I hope mav soon happen,
he only thing that troubles me is the thought of

cannibalism. It is a fearful thought, but may as
well be looked boldly in the face as otherwise. If
such things are to happen we must submit. Mav
God save us !

J

Thursday, April 17..Light breeze from the
W. S.W. The ice the same.no opening yet. Lati¬
tude 64 deg. 27 mln. N. We shot the dogs last
Winter /or stealing the provisions. If 1 had my
way, with the consent of all nands, I would call out
and shoot down that two-leaned dog who has since
been at them. I see most of the men have their
faces swollen, but not so badly as mine, AH well,
but growing very weak.

.H?D Auain in sionT.
TFllIMT'i.Ap1,1 ifi.very light breeze from the N.
Ten o <?iock. Joe saw a small hole of water half a
mile off. He took his gun and ventured over the
loose ice. No sooner had he gotten there than he
shot a seal and sung out for the kyak, as the water
made rapidly. It took an hour to get the kyak
there and another to get it back. It is a nice Bize
seal and will give us three meals, raw, and save us
lrom starvation Borne days. The water is making
quite a lead. A joyful sight met our view this
morning when we turned out.the land in Bight
bearing 8. W. We could see It very plainly this
morning, but the weather has become no thick that
we have lost sight of it lor the present. We re¬
turned thanks to God ior His mercy and goodness
to us, for we have only a lew pounds of bread left
and sufllcient pemmican for to-irfght. The lead
closed up again but the push seems to have
slackened. We had visitors to-day.a crow, two
small birds and a school of canvasback docks about a
hundred and fifty In number. I wish we could have
gotten a couple of shots at them and knocked down
a meal or two. But they kept a mile or two off, so
that wo had to content ourselves with looking at
them. We divided the seal very cicely, losing
nothing but the gall. We divided it into sixteen
parts, one man then turned his back and called
out the names, each man stepping up and taking
his share of meat, blubber and skin. The Inside-
heart, kidneys, liver, lights and stomach.were
divided between the Esqulmanx and us. We then
gave some blubber and rags each, so that we got a
lire under way and cooked some good soup from
what at other times I would call offal. Cut np fine
In a quart of soup, with a little Mood, the mess waa
highly relished. We then turned In for tho night,
thanking God for Ills protection and goodness, to
dream ol friends and happy daya to come.

FIGHTING TIIE WAfWL
Sunday, April ao..Blowing a £Qo soQiOWhoro.

The wind here from the N. w. Blowing a sale In
the N. K. The swell coiueB from there, and is very
heavy. The first warning we liad.toe man on
watch sang out at the moment.a sea struck us,
and. washing over us, carried away everything
that was loose. This happened at nine o'clock last
night We shipped sea alter sea, fire and ton mln-
utes after each other, carrying away everything
we had in our lent, skins and most of
oor bed elothing, leaving us destitute, with
only the lew things we could get into the boat.
There we stood irom nine In the evening until
seven next morning, enduring, I should say,
what man never stood before. The few things wesaved and the children were placed in the boat.
The sea broke over us during that night and morn¬
ing. Every fifteen or twenty minutes a sea would
come, lift the boat and us with it, carry us alongthe ice, and lose Its strength near the edge, ana
sometimes on It. Then It would take us the next
fifteen minutes to get back to a safe place, ready
for the next roller. So wo stood that long hour,
not a word spoken but the commands to "Hold on.
my hearties; bear down on her: put on all your
weight;" and so we did, bearing down and holding
on like grim death. Cold, hungry, wet, and little
prospect ahead. At seven o'clock there came close
to us a small piece of ice, which rode dry, and w«
determined to launch the boat and reach it or per¬
ish. The cook went overboard, but was saved. All
well. Tired and sleepy.
Monday, June 21..Last night and yesterday all

handB wet. Nothing dry to put ou to-dav. There
is little to dry, but we have stripped off everything
we can spare, and aro drying it. The men are
divided into two watches, sleeping In the boat and
doing the best we can. Hunger disturbs us most.
Nice breeze from the N. E. I'he ice around very
pressing and thick. We cannot get the boat
through, and must remain for a change. The sun
has shown himself only rfufflclently to get an ob¬
servation ; latitude S3 deg. 57 mm.

AN OrroitTlTNK BEAR.
Tuesday, April 22..Weather very bad. Last

night commenced with snow squalls and sleet
ana finished with rain. Rained all the night and
until twelve o'olook to-day. Still remains
very thick. The ice in pash inclosed around us. It
appears to me we are ttie sport and jest of the
elements. The other night they played wtth us
and our boat as though we were shuttlecocks.
Men wonld never believe, nor could pen describe,
the scenes we have passed through and yet live.
Here we are, half drowned, coid and with no
means of shelter. Everything wet and no sun to
dry it. The scene looks bad; nothing
to eat. Everything finished If some relief
does not come along. I do not know
what will become of us. Fearful thoughts enter
my head as to the ruture. Mr. Meyer Is starving;
he cannot last long in this state. Joe has been off
on the ice three times to-day, the little way ho can
gat, but has not seen anything. Onewed on a piece
of skin this morning that was tanned and saved
far clothing; rather a tough and tasteless break¬
fast. Joe ventured off on the ice the fourth time,
and after looking a good while irom a piece of ice¬
berg saw a bear coming slowly toward us. He
ran back as last as possible for his gun. All of us
lay down and remained perfectly still, Joe and Hans
going out some distance to moet the bear. Getting
behind a hummock, they waited for him. Along
came liruln, thinking he was coming to a meal In¬
stead of furnishing one himself. Clack, bang wont
two rifles, and down went Bruin to save a starving
lot of men. The Lord be praised ; this is His heav¬
enly work I We cannot catch seal for the pash ice,and we are on a bad sealing ground. He therefore
sends a bear along where bears are seldom seen,
and we certainly never expected to find one. The
poor bear was hungry himself; there was nothing
in his Btomach. Joe, poor fellow, looked very much
down on our account. Everything looks bright
again but the atmosphere: It looks threatening.
Wednesday, April 23.wind E. N. E., and later In

the day N. N. K., where I hope It will remain. The
weather still disagreeable, full of rain squalls and
cloudy. Living nearly on raw bear meat. Every¬
thing wet, but brighter days coming soon. It can¬
not last much longer. Here we are surrounded
with the miserable pash ice and cannot get iree.
All well*
Thursday, April 24..Wind N. N. E.; sometimes

hauls around to N. Raining all night and to-day.
Everything wet for some days past, and no chance
of drying It. Saw a large senool of ducks at
four A. M., and another later In the day. Cannot
be far from land ; we have been allowed to see It
sometimes, but were driven off again. There was

a fine lead of water last night. Ithought we were
going to have a change, but it soon closed up again.
Another lead to-dav, out farther oft

THE LAST VENTURE FOR LIFE.
Friday, April 25..Wind increased to a gale last

night irom the N. E. Raining all night and to-day,
with snow squalls. Launched the boat at five
A. M. The case was desperate ; running with a
light-built boat, damaged as she Is, patched and
scratched all over. But what were we to do? The
piece of ice we were on had wasted away so much
it would never ride out the gale. Our danger to¬
day was very great ; a gale of wind blowing, a
crippled boat overloaded and a fearful sea run¬
ning, tilled with small ice as Bharp as knives. But,
thank Cod, we came saiely through It. We are
aU soaking wet, In everything we have,
and no chance of drying anytbiug. We
have bad neither snn nor moon for
over a week. Not a single star have I seen. All is
dark and dreary: but, please God, it will soon
brighten np. We have struck the sealmen's

grounds. 1 never saw such an abundance of seals
eloro; they are in schools like the porpoise. We
hauled up on a floe after eight hours' pull; could
make do westing. Shot some seals, but they all
sunk ; Joe shot them. Hard times.
Saturday, April 26..Joe shot a seal last evening

and broke the charm. Hans shot.one this morn¬
ing. Last night and this morning flue. Ice very
thick around, started at naif-past six A. M. and
were beset two hours alterward. Pulled up on a
small piece of ice, the best we could find. Snow¬
ing ai' day. Repaired the boat here, which It
wanted, and the weather cleared up in the after¬
noon. Got some things dried a little, and half of
us turned In. Hans shot a seal, making two to¬
day.
Sunday, April 27.Yesterday, wind light from

S. E. Iu the evening cbangel to N. E., blowing
strongly. Mr. Meyer took an observation yester¬
day. Latitude 53 deg. 30 min. N. Snowed ai". night
and this foreuoon. Cleared up this aiternoon, but
remains thick and somewhat cloudy. Plenty of
water all around, but cannot get to it. All well,

A STEAMER 81011'i El).
Monday, April 28..Gale of wind sprnng np from

the W. Heavy sea running ; water washing over
the floe. All ready and standing by our boat all
night. Not quite so bad as the other night. Snow
squalls all night and during the forenoon. Launched
the boat at daylight (3:30 A. M.), but could get
nowiiere for the ice. Heavy sea and head wliid;
blowing a gale right in our teeth. Hauled up on a

Slece of ice at six A. M. and had a few hours* sleep,
ut were threatened to be mashed to pieces by

some bergs. They were fighting quite a battle In
the water, and bearing right tor us. We called the
watch, launched the boat and got away, the wind
blowing moderately and the sea going down. We
left at one P. M. The ice Is mnch slacker, and
there 1b more water than I have seen yet. Joe shot
three yoang bladder-nosed sealB on the Ice coming
along, which we took in the boat; 4:30, steamer
right ahead and a little to the north of us. We
hoisted the colors, pulled untildark, trying to cat
her off, but she does not see us. she is a sealer,
bearing S. W. once she appeared to be bearing
right down upon us, but I suppose she was work¬
ing through the ice. What Joy she caused We
found a small piece of Ice and boarded it for the
night. Night calm and clear. The stars are out
the first time for a week, and there is a new moon.
The sea quiet, and splendid northern lights.
Divided Into two watches, fonr hours' sleep each,
Intend to start early, llad a good pull this after¬
noon; made some westing. Cooked with blubber
fire, kept a good one all night, bo that we could be
seen.

TUB RESCUE*
Tuesday, April 20..Morning ilnc and calm; the

water quief. At daylight sighted the steamer five
miles off. Called the watch, launched the boat and
made for her. Alter an hour's pull gained on her a
good deal ; another hour, and we got last in the
Ice : could get no further. Landed on a piece of ice
and hoisted our colors irom an elevated place.
Mustered our rifles and pistols and fired together,
making a considerable report. Fired three rounds
and were answered by three shots, the steamer at
the same time heading for us. He headed N., then
s. E. and kept on so all day. He tiled to work
through the ice, but could not. Very
strange. I should think any sailing
vessel, much less a steamer, could getthrough with ease. We fired several rounds and
kept our colors flying, but he came no nearer. He
was not over four or five miles distant. Late lu
the afternoon he steamed away, bearing S. W. We
gave nim up. In the evening ho hove in sight
again, but further off. While looking at him
another strangor hove in sight, so that we have
two sealors near, one on each side of us, and 1 do
not expect to be picked up by either ol them. At
sunset sighted land S. W., a long way off. Mr.
Meyer took an observation to-day ; latitude 53 deg.
4 nun. N. Hans caught a seal, very small and
young ; a perfect baby of a seal. Dried most of our
things to-day.
Wednesday, April 30..Five A. M. weather thick

and foggy. Glorious sight when the fog broke; a
steamer close to us. She sees us and bears down
on us. We are saved, thank Godi We are safo ou
board the Tigress, of St. John's, Captain Bartlett.
He says the other steamer could not have seen us,
as the captain is noted for his humanity. The
Tigress musters 120 men, the kindest and most
obliging I have ever met. Picked up In latitude
63 deg. 36 min. N.

The Testimony of John Herron.
The following is the testimony or the steward

before the investigating tribunal, and contains
Bomo new facts of great importance :.

CAPTAIN HALL'S ILLNESS.
John Herron, the steward, being examined,

Bald
I was born in Liverpool, bnt am a citizen of the United

Stale* thirty-one year# of age, and was a st^rard of the
Polaris and sailed with her from New York; after leav-
li>K Upernavlk we were programing northward; were
stopped hy the Ice a little, but torcul our way throngh It
across Melville Bay and up Smith's Sound; went on till
we rame to what was supposed to he Kane'a open Polar
Sea; we found that to be a bay; Captain Hall railed that
bay Polaris Bay ; went beyond that through another
bay, about thirty or thirty five miles wide, which
Captain Hall called Kobeann Channel or strait; we
weal up tbi* channel in latitude Hides. It min. ; that
was what the scientific men n.ado It; don't
think Captain Uall thought It was higher, at least didn't
hear him say anything to the contrary; 1 could notee<>
through the strait at that time, as It was ha/.y but the
following Summer I could ; we came down Into Polaris
Bay, where we had our Winter <juartors; we put provi¬sions ashore and outlt nn observatory on shore for the
scientific inen on the 12th of October Captain Hall went
uorth on a sledge Journey : a very stormy Winter day set
in, and I waa airald he would suffer from the cold : when
he came back 1 asked him If ho had been In snow nouatta,
but he Mkl be had beeu travelling all Uie utue ; he came

back on tlM 94th <H* 1 m?' h'P a tlM
gangway and shoOv ,

wl'b
.

him , hi
seemed pleased with the w*y had been volnrf
while he was away; presume be had a good aceouitlfrom Captain Bucfdiugton; he lb*. the ineu for con¬
ducting themselves w well while my/if-, when he carnal
into the cabin the heat seomed to affect hi til very much Ithe temperature in the cabin ww about TO to 70 deg. 1
outside it waa about 15 to 20 deg. below sero; I thinM
the change of temperature affected him; all our me*
have suffered, and I myself hare suffered very muchsince we came aboard the ship Tigress be asked me if I
had any cufffce ready: I tola liim there waa alwa>«
enough under way down stairs in the gal-

?7 ; I asked him it be would have any*ilng else; be said that was all he wanted:
went down stain and got a cup of

coffee ; 1 did not make the coffee ; I toiil the cook it waffor Captain Hall; be drank white lump-sugar in nls cofr
fee; never cared tor milk: be then took a hot bath, a foot
bath, with a sponge; he did not complain of feeling u>well when be drank the cup of eoffee ; Mid he felt tlre<&
and soon after lav down lor the night: 1 don't think h«
was tdck that night; he might possibly have been sic*
without my knowing it; not until a couple of days after*
wards he nad the docter attend to him; he was not
a man to take much medicine ; Dr. Bessel attended
him; I think It was on the third day when he took
to Ills bed; be was taken down suddenly; I thought it
was the boat and the doctor said it was apoplexy ; he
might have been Daralysed before ho died ; I do not rtx
member about (hat: there were a few times when £
thought be seemed to be getting well; I saw him sittingin the cabin dressed and writing : I asked Mr. Morton
how he was we did not eat in that cabin then we haS
another place for dining, and I didn't go lu very often
through the day 1 did not see him die, but saw him
shortly afterward ; it was in tho morning, a little belortf
three o'clock ; I have forgotten the day ; sometime iathe early part of November.

his suspicions or ront plat.

S. Did you bear that he accused any one of trying to
son him f A. 1 have heard him pass remarks of that

kind about his medicine, but did not take anv notice oi
It; one night he threw his curtains aside and said tu4
cook had a gun In his bed and wanted to shoot him.

Q. Did you bave any idea that he died from any other
than natural causes t A. No, sir ; and have no other idea
than that now.

Q. Was there any quarrelling between him and anr»
body else r A. There was something that was not rightbetween bim and Mr. Meyer at Disco ; something about an
order he would not obey Captain Hall wished him to d«
some writing for him, which he refused to do: CaptainHall told him he was the officer oi the vessel, and Mri
Myer said ho had his orders from headquarters; CaptainHall wished him to produce these orders, and then Dr.
Bessel took the thing up, and said that If Mr. Meyerwanted to go on shore ne could do so; the men said if ha
did they would do the same: Captain Ball tnen went
himself and spoke to tne men ; tho consequence was Mr.'
Meyer went to his duty and Dr. Bessel to hln ; during
Captain Hall's lifetime there was nothing more ot this
kind ; I think every man respected Captain Hall very'
much ; I do not believe there Is any ono that would hava
done anytiling wrong to blm; there was a coolness be«
tween him and Dr. Bessel; I don't heiieve be was tho
man he expected when he left tho United states, and ho
coulil not help showing it sometimes; that is the ouljfl
reason I can see tor it.

IN WINTER QUARTERS. »\
Captain Hall died and was buried, and tho ship lay In

Winter quarters until the next Summer; wo drifted up
alongside an iceberg, where a spur made out under her
bow; we could not get her off, and she rode ou all that
Winter, rising and falling with the tide, straining her
stem so that she leaked very badly next Sprtug, when sha
broke out; that was the only Icuk she had I never knew
her to make much water on the passage; during th«
Winter we did very little ; when the weather permitted
the men cleaned deck, but most of the time thoy had
nothing to do but amuse themselves; the scientific men,
kept up their observations u^tit and day, relieving each)
other.I mean Dr. Bessel, Mr. Bryan and Mr. Meyer;
In the Spring they went on au expedition north]
Captain Tyson went in ono boat, Mr. Chester in tha
other; I did not go with them; I was with the
ship; I didn't take notice what the temperature was'
there In the Summer, but In quiet weather. wh'm thero
was not wind, it was very nice weather ; there was not
very much snow; tho snow that I'alls there is as fine a«
flour, so fine that if we were not dressed in skins It would
go r ght through our clothes; there were plenty of
flowers there; they grow out of a kind of moss that
grows there; there were several specimens brought
aboard the ship; if the ship comes homo there will ba
plenty; I have none here with mo : could not save any ;

I remember seeing some timber that had been carried
there.part of a sleigh ; there were traces of Esquimaux,
lu Polaris Bay they seemed to come down in the Kali and
go up again In tho Spr.ng ; there was also a little drift
timber brought back to the ship ; it was so much worn
could not say what kind it was; they had also made a
fire in Newman's Bay.

KSCOROS PUT ASHORE. f
There were some records put ashore In Polaris Bay, In

. mountain ; I have forgotten the name ; 1 heard tliein
speak about it; I did not see them do it. but of course It
was done; Captain Hall throw some of those cylludera
overboard with records In ; we finally started to go south
In August ; we had tried to go farther north ; we went on'
the mountain and could see pretty good water to tha
north; just at that time we thought we would
have little difficulty in getting north; Anally concluded
to go south, and tried to pick the best routo ; we had
about forty or fifty miles pretty straight run and then
got beset -.drifted right down and got surroundod ; wa
tried several times to get out; we tried to get into one of
tho leads, but found itImpossible ; If we had more steain
power we could have done so ; the screw of the steamer
was bent ; the ice had been knocking against It.

THE NIOHT OF DISASTER.
I remember the night we got separated from the ship :

it was the 16th of October; it was almost altogether dark
in that latitude then; it happened in the evening; wind
was blowing; cannot say if it was snowing; it is always
drifting there; I did not keep any record aboard the shin;I did not have time ; on the Ice I did ; the ice came press-
lng In on our starboard sido Captain Buddington guva
the word for every man to save what he could, and look
out for his life; we had everything brought ou deck
for such an occasion: everything was in readi¬
ness; the first thing we did was to place tlie women and
children on the Ice; expecting the snip to go down every
minute : next thing we threw over provisions: we threw
them -o fast that some of them were getting lost; Captain
Buddington sang out for some of the men to get on tha
ice ; we got on tne Ice to move the things back, and then
went aboard to get some cooking utensils; I went aboard
to band some things out; I had been out again but a few
minutes when they sang out, "Lower the boats;" the ice
we were on was cracking.

SEPARATED IN THR DARK.
The ship slipped anchor, and In three or four minutes

we were afloat ou different pieces of Ico ; the ship went
away in the darkness; wo had an immense quantity if
provisions, but saved very little of them ; we fried to get
ashore next morning: wo thought by launching a boat
we could take everything we hud ashore; we got
about half a mile when the running Ice tt'jppcd us; we
saw the ship to the northward of us; we all thought sha
was coming for us; we set a flag up; wa
had an lndiarubber blanket, and thought
they would see it against the snow ; X
think Uicy coulu hardly help soeing us: we remained
there ouietly, thinking they were coming for us; sha
steamed behind an island.Northumberland Island I
think it is called, and then we lost sight of her; we saw
slm was not coming for us; at the sume time we went
driltiug south; we tried again that night, but could not
get nshore ; tried several time* after that, but lost things
each time ; we finally got back on the main floe on Whicb
the ship was originally anchored ; In trying to gut ashore
we lost one of our boats, but found It again afterward.

CONDITION OF TUE POLAK1H.
0. What do you think of the condition of the ship? A.

When the order was given to get the things off and
the fireman went bacK the mate told him to stay on
board, she was making no more water then than she hud
been making all along; I do not think the crushing she
received then made her leak any more; she was a
splendid ice boat il she only had a little more steam

Rower; she was ' built very strong; her
;ams and knees were sound and good; I don't

think Captain Buddington meant to abandon us; he
either thought we could easily get ashore, or else he
could not get t rough fbe ice; 1 don't think he would do
anything of tho kln<h standing on the ship you would
naturally think we could get ashore ; It may have looked
to blm that we were right under the lee of the shore; It
Is very likely that he thought we could got ashore and
that be didn't understand our signals.

BUDDINOTON'S BESOTTEDNES8.
Q. Do you know If Captain Buddington ever got drunk?

A. You want the truth ; I must answer you when you ask
me; lie did, both before and alter Captain Hall's death;
ottener than before; Captain Hall must have seen it on
him several times; Captain Buddington came to me and
wanted me to give him some liquor ; lie said he put a case
in tho storeroom that was not on my list; so I went to
CauUlu Hall and asked If he would be kind enough to
put the liquor In the magazino ; you ask Captain Hall
anything, he would look at it in the right light; lie did
that, but that didn't save it; he took it away and I didn't
have anv more to do with it.
Q. Dia you ever see any of the other officers, except

Captain Buddington, drunk? A. No, sir; they used to
drink, but 1 never saw them drunk; Captain Budding¬
ton if he drinks at all, must get drunk i he drank whis¬
key while it lasted ; 1 have seen him drink alcohol before
wo came uway; there were several cases of alcohol on
board the ship; when I didn't know where he got Ills
drink from I thought he must have been at the alcohol.

Do you know or any difficulty happening to the snip
on account ol his being drunk r A. \V nan we got besot
In the ice in 80 deg. 11 mln., I think he was drunk
on these nights, but It was not the drink's fault that we
got beset; lie was not drunk when we parted from tho
ship; 1 nm pretty sure of that; I do not know of any dis¬
pute aboard the ship at any time. After Captain Hall
died Captain Buddington took command, and his com¬
mand was submitted to by everybody on board ; 1 kept a
record on the Ice alter we loft the ship cvory day from
the time we parted from the ship till we were picked up;
that will tell the story better than I can tell It now.

HOI'E FOR THE M1S5INO SHIP.
Q. Do yon think the Polaris will come out all right? A.

Yes. sir; she Is 111 very good Winter quarters! by next
month they will be making water; they have plenty pro¬
visions aboard they Have fewer people than we ; there
are fourteen men oh board ; we have sixteen; they havo
got rice, plenty of Dour, enough t>> have Irtish bread every
nay ; tliey have about twenty-live lonsot coal on boardjwould not have enough to steam to Disco; could
steam over, no doubt, with the wind In
their favor; Captain Tyson had command on
the ice, hut he never seemed to take much of

a lead; evervthing seemed to go along very well; rap-
tain Tyson stopped with Joe and llaunnh and I saw him
very seldom; Hans and Ills family hail a snow hut built
lor themselves: there was not a great deal of command¬
ing on the Ice; it was not wnnted; when we didn't do
what he directed it turned out wrong; ^exhibiting rec¬
ords) these are the original record* Kept by me on the
tee.three small books In lead pencil.and these are
copies which I have nad made for convenience;
the records were made from day to day on the
ico whenever I had an opportunity ; I made
them every day; thev give a detailed account ol
what happened to us until we were rescued ; when 1 wm
separated from thu i'oluris everybody was woll Dr. Bes-
sets was well; he had been in good health from tho be¬
ginning I never heard hiin complain, except from snow
blindness; Mr. Bryan had beeu In good health all the
time; very much respected on board the ship; every¬
body liked him.

V. Do you think, barring accidents, there Is any doubt
of the ship coming out all right f A. I think she will ; I
said all along tliui I expected wu might see her in New
York or Washington when we got back.

BROOKLYN MUNICIPAL A1TAIB3,
Educational Appointment.Truant Home
Work»Tb« Glorious Fourth and Pyra-
technics.
The regular weekly session of the Common

Council was held yesterday afternoon, President
Clancy In the chair. The Mayor sent In a commu¬
nication nominating William A. Furoy as a member
of the Board of Education, to All the vacancy
caused by the resignation of John Flnley, of tho
Filth ward. A communication was recelvod from
the Board of City Works concerning the work on the
Uruant Home, which It condemns as not conform¬
ing to the specifications and being of an Inferior
quality. The sum of $ft,600, It Is reported, was
expended on tne Truants' Home In ls71 and 1872,
for which the only work apparent is a roof on the
kitchen of the old structure. The Committee on
"T" Ilail for tho Sonthslde Railroad, on the streets
of Williamsburg, reported adversely against per¬
mission to lay the rail. A minority report waa
presented and the subject was laid over for on®
week. The Fourth of July Committee reported In
favor of awarding the contract for fireworks to Mr.
Hatfield, In the sum of $2,0 >o. The contract waa,
however, voted to Mr. a. White, of Edge k Co.,
whose bid was $150 less than Hat field's. The pyro¬
technics win be displayed on Sixth avenue, near
Tenth street, Mouth lirooklyn ; on Fort Urcen and
ftt Union avonue and >ortu Seventh stteeytt.


